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INTRODUCTION

Just as every nation has its own language and culture, it also
has expressions that support and encourage people. For
example, when someone close to us begins a task or performs
an important duty, we encourage them with phrases such as
“Go ahead!”, “Good luck!”, “We believe in you!”, or “You can
doit!”. Such expressions exist in all cultures and carry different
meanings.

In the Korean language, one of the most popular expressions
used to convey encouragement and motivation is “=}0[ &1,

Although this word originated from the English lexeme
“fighting,” in Korean it has acquired a completely new meaning
such as “Go ahead!”, “Keep going!”, or “You can do it!".
Today, this expression is widely used in South Korean society
in many situations, from sports competitions to exam settings.

Origin and Formation of the Expression “&}0| &”

This article analyzes the widely used Korean expression “=tO|El1” (Hwaiting),

examining its origin, semantic features, grammatical forms, and socio-cultural
significance. This unit is actively used in everyday speech as a means of expressing
encouragement, support, and motivation. The study scientifically explores its contexts
of usage, variant forms, and pragmatic functions.

2}0| &l, hwaiting, Korean language, interjection, motivation, pragmatics, speech culture,

The word “2}O|E” is borrowed from the English word
“fighting.” Since the Korean language does not have the “f”

sound, it is pronounced using “& (h).” Thus, “fighting”

becomes “hwaiting.”

Unlike its original meaning in English, in Korean it does not
mean “to fight,” but rather expresses encouragement such as
“Cheer up!”, “"Go ahead!”, or “Don't give up!”. This is a clear
example of semantic shift.

3}0| &l (Hwaiting!) Courage! Go ahead!

Life is like a battle. South Koreans shout “fighting!” and
encourage even children going to kindergarten as if supporting
a sports team. College entrance exams are conducted almost
like official meetings. In a highly competitive environment,
parents spare no expense on tutors, as entering university
determines many aspects of life. A university diploma

https://eipublication.com/index.php/eijps

12


https://eipublication.com/index.php/eijps
https://eipublication.com/index.php/eijps
https://doi.org/10.55640/eijps-06-05-03
https://doi.org/10.55640/eijps-06-05-03

European International Journal of Philological Sciences (ISSN: 2751-1715)

guarantees opportunities to work in large corporations, and
the greater the
opportunities. If children fail to enter university, it may affect

the more prestigious the university,

the family’s reputation.

On exam day, mothers spend hours praying in Buddhist
temples or Christian churches, whispering “Hwaiting!” with
clenched fists (since there is no “f” sound in Korean).

On the day of entrance exams, thousands of cars head toward
testing centers. The police mobilize all forces to prevent traffic
jams because latecomers may not be allowed to take the
exam. The air force even cancels flights during test hours to
avoid noise. Students’ phones are also checked.

The popularity of this word is linked to the long and tragic
history of the Korean people. After 36 years of Japanese
colonial rule, a devastating civil war, destruction, and famine,
South Korea endured many hardships and eventually achieved
an economic miracle, becoming one of the world’s leading
countries. However, success must constantly be maintained
through effort. Hwaiting!

Grammatical Features

“3lO|El” is grammatically classified as an interjection

(ZEFAD . It can function as an independent sentence:

stol !

il

NERETE-NET

(Do well on the exam! Good luck!)

It can also appear in nominalized forms:
‘g 41=0] &l (fighting spirit)

210 & EX[LCt (to be full of energy)

In some cases, it is used with polite forms:

310| &l 8lM| 21 (Good luck! / You can do it!)
22| 2% 30| 2 2HA|CH (Let's all do our best!)

Here, the verb “S}CH” is added to form a verbal expression.

Contexts of Usage

In education

In Korea, the university entrance exam (&) is a very

important social event. Students are encouraged by friends,
teachers, and parents:

45 & gh 30| gl
(Do well on the exam! Good luck!)
In sports

It is widely used to support teams:
CH3HI= 3t &)1

(Go, South Korea!)

In work and daily life

It is used to motivate colleagues or close people before
difficult tasks:

2= 28 F of g0l E!

nr

(Do well in your presentation today! Good luck!)

Socio-cultural Significance

The expression “2}0|&l"” reflects the values of diligence,

perseverance, and collectivism in Korean society. Especially
during difficult historical periods—colonization, war, and
economic recovery—the spirit of resilience became deeply

rooted in the national consciousness. Therefore, “2t0|&” is

not just a word, but a symbol of national spirit.

It often expresses collective motivation and is used with “ 2"

(we):

2| 25 2ol gl

(Let’s all do our best!)

Among young people, a shortened form is also used:
SHE (informal)

A similar motivational expression:

2}O| 2 ObAH OFAHI

(Come on! Let’s go!)

CONCLUSION

The expression “2}0| &1” is an important linguocultural unit in
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the Korean language. Although it originated from English, it
has acquired unique semantic and pragmatic meanings in
Korean society. It is widely used as a means of expressing
motivation, encouragement, and social solidarity. Its
grammatical adaptation and usage in various contexts
demonstrate the dynamic development of the Korean
language. Such encouraging expressions are important in
every language and at all times.
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